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GROUP URGES support FOR COMMITTEE motion for pesticide bylaw

 

(OTTAWA)  The Coalition for Healthy Ottawa (CHO), a group of individuals, health care professionals, scientists, and health and environmental organisations,  today called on members of the Health, Recreation and Social Services (HRSS) committee to support a motion calling for city staff to start the process of drafting a pesticide bylaw.

The move comes on the heels of a City report to be discussed at today’s HRSS meeting which outlines the failure of the city's pesticide education campaign to reduce pesticide use to the intended targets.   According to the report, lawn care companies alone spread five metric tons of pesticide active ingredients on Ottawa lawns in 2003.

“The report clearly shows that pesticide use is not declining, and that public education alone is not working.  Rather than continue to dither, Council has got to do its job and take action.  We must start the process of drafting a bylaw now, or risk procrastinating for another season,” said Angela Rickman, Chair of the Coalition for a Healthy Ottawa

"This is the first estimate of the quantities of pesticides used on Ottawa lawns.  However, the lawn care industry's extraordinary position is that the five metric tons of pesticides could be increased to 73 metric tons per annum, and this would still meet the pesticide reduction target," explained Dr. Meg Sears.  "This sector is not even remotely interested in voluntary pesticide reduction."   

A 2005 Oracle poll revealed that 75% of Ottawa homeowners support a pesticide bylaw, and the CHEO Board unanimously supports phasing out cosmetic pesticides.

The Supreme Court of Canada has affirmed the right of municipalities to pass anti-pesticide bylaws. More than 70 municipalities currently have pesticide bylaws, and many more are in development.  Quebec recently imposed strict regulations that restrict and ban some cosmetic uses of pesticides in order to protect residents’ health and the environment.

“This is when we need our Councillors to set a good example, exercise their political will and enact progressive legislation that will protect the most vulnerable,” said Rickman.  “Ultimately, if the most vulnerable are adequately protected, we all are.”

 

 Supporters of the campaign for a bylaw are encouraged to attend the HRSS meeting today in City Hall’s Champlain Room. Presentations to the committee members will be made, urging them to listen to their constituents and move towards a bylaw now.
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