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For immediate release:

November 17, 2005
OTTAWA COALITION CONGRATULATES CITY OF TORONTO -

Supreme Court denies chemical industry leave to appeal City’s pesticide bylaw

(OTTAWA) The Coalition for a Healthy Ottawa (CHO) congratulated Toronto on its victory for public health. The Supreme Court denied Croplife Canada leave to appeal Toronto’s pesticide bylaw and ordered costs against the industry group. The decision dismisses the final legal challenge to Toronto's pesticide bylaw. 

Toronto's victory comes one week after the Ottawa City Council failed to pass measures to curtail pesticide use for landscaping.  Council was split on issues including how to address differences between urban and rural areas, and was leery of a court challenge by the chemical industry.

“The Supreme Court dismissal represents yet another in a string of losses for industry on the pesticide bylaw issue, and being ordered to pay the City of Toronto costs just adds insult to injury,” said Angela Rickman, Senior Policy Advisor with the Sierra Club of Canada.  “Of the seventy seven bylaws in force across Canada, not one has been revoked because of a court challenge in spite of the chemical companies’ best efforts and deep pockets.  Other cities can feel confident that they needn’t fear the expense of resisting a nuisance lawsuit from the chemical manufacturers.”

CHEO and leaders in Ottawa's medical community have warned that landscaping pesticides are linked to myriad serious, pervasive problems with the nervous, reproductive and immune systems.  Doctors recommend not using synthetic pesticides for landscaping, hoping to reduce asthma, allergies, autism, cancers, Parkinson's Disease, and many other conditions.  

CHO Science Advisor Meg Sears explained why doctors are so concerned about federally registered products. "Toxicology (animal studies of single chemicals) and epidemiology (human disease in the real world) are supposed to be complementary.  However, the federal Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is constrained by legislation and international agreements to examining toxicology.  For instance, the PMRA's Science Advisory Panel recommended that child cancer be examined in relation to the herbicide 2,4-D, but this was not done because children are not exposed to only one chemical at a time!  The PMRA cannot and does not consider the epidemiological studies that our doctors find extremely worrisome.  PMRA studies are confidential, and cannot be verified by independent scientists."

More than 70 municipalities across Canada have restricted cosmetic pesticide use, since the Supreme Court of Canada affirmed the right of municipalities to pass anti-pesticide bylaws in 2001.  Over 12 million Canadians are protected from landscaping pesticides, with local bylaws and Québec's Pesticide Code.
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