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For immediate release

October 19th, 2005

Ottawa's Pesticide Bylaw Won't Be Canada's First

        www.healthyottawa.ca                        – So It Should be Canada's Best!

Coalition Recommends a Strong Pesticide Bylaw
The Coalition for a Healthy Ottawa is calling on Ottawa City Council to heed the clarion call from Ottawa's medical community and to enact a bylaw to phase out landscaping pesticides.  The Coalition for a Healthy Ottawa (CHO) is asking the Health, Recreation and Social Services Committee to recommend a bylaw to protect the health of all citizens, as well as to encourage environmental stewardship. 


"As Canada’s capital city, Ottawa must set a standard for communities across the country in Canada!" said CHO Chair Angela Rickman.  "That means no cosmetic uses in either rural or urban areas, while allowing for exemptions for agriculture.  It must include golf courses because they use pesticides most intensively. Furthermore, it should be supported with education, and be straightforward, with no 'infestation' clause that allows pesticide application after a telephone call to City Hall, with no proof of the infestation."  


"We now have effective, safer alternatives for lawn pest problems, so infestation clauses are unnecessary.  Grub resistant grasses and groundcovers are also available," explained Mark MacKenzie, president of the Organic Landscape Alliance.


"In fact, synthetic insecticides undermine the effectiveness of alternative solutions," CHO Science Advisor Dr. Meg Sears said. "The grub-killing pesticide imidacloprid ("Merit") lingers for years and toxic residues are lethal to nematodes – an organic solution to grubs.  Toxic breakdown products were not evaluated for health effects by federal regulators."  


"City staff also presented an 'Alternative Bylaw' that is an ineffective sham.  After a phone call and posting a sign, pesticides may be used the same as ever," explained Katie Albright.  "Ottawa postponed a bylaw in response to lawn care industry assurances in 2002 that pesticide use could be reduced by 70% - 100% in Ottawa.  These empty promises bought three more years of business-as-usual and zero reduction in pesticide use.  According to the chemical lawn industry's own figures, five tonnes of pure pesticide active ingredients – undiluted toxic chemicals – are applied annually to Ottawa lawns by member companies." 
Past Medical Officer of Health Dr. Cushman's careful examination of medical evidence led him to a simple recommendation, " ... that Ottawa City Council pass a by-law to prohibit the cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and gardens, to be implemented March 2006."  The many strong statements from prominent Ottawa physicians mean not passing a strong bylaw would amount to negligence – a failure to protect public health.  

More than 70 municipalities across the country have restricted landscaping ("cosmetic") pesticides, since the Supreme Court of Canada affirmed the right of municipalities to pass pesticide bylaws in 2001. Furthermore, the province of Québec has restricted cosmetic pesticide use, to protect human health and the environment.  Neither Peterborough nor Québec have infestation provisions.
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